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Dear AMUMC Family,
In a sense, I am always writing, although it is mostly in my
head. It is the birthplace of everything that goes on paper or the
computer screen. Many sermons are born there, and likewise,
newsletter articles. The November newsletter article came into being
in this way.
Last Sunday morning, as I entered the church, the familiar
annual fragrance of candy-making filled the air. The sensory
experience caused me to halt. The fragrance created visions of stained
-glass candy dancing in my head. I could imagine the laughter around
the friends gathered on Saturday morning to take part in this annual
ritual. I could envision the hot candy mixture being poured onto the
marble slabs. I could see them cooling before cutting, and then, the
pizza cutters rolling through the cooled candy. All of this was done in
love and in fellowship which is symbolic of what AMUMC shares with
the community at our Holiday Fair.
This was followed by our picnic providers on Sunday morning as
kale was being sautéed, and American chop suey warmed in the oven.
Sandwiches were being made; lunches and dinners were being packed.
Then for many, it was off to the park to provide food for over 70
people. This was done in love and fellowship which is symbolic of what
AMUMC share with community.
This coming Saturday our baking buddies will be creating a new
sensation for the Sunday morning entrance. I look forward to entering
the church to the fragrance of baked apple pies. This will be done in
love and fellowship, a sharing within that community and the larger
community.
Love and fellowship . . . is that not what Jesus taught us to be
and do? At AMUMC, there are many hearts and hands that reach out
day after day, and week after week, throughout the year.
As I write this, I am also mindful of Cindy Mauch’s wonderful
sermon last week. In it she highlighted how love is a verb, an action
word, and she gave many examples of how we witness/experience
this, and can be this in the world.
“Go and do likewise” (Luke 10:37).
In Christ's Love,
Pastor Lynn!
Rev. Lynn McCracken

690 Nate Whipple Hwy., Cumberland, RI
02864

PASTOR LYNN

TO

RETIRE

ON

JULY 1, 2019

In making the decision to retire, I carefully examined two avenues. One was personal and the
other professional/missional.
My personal reason is that our daughter and her husband are expecting their second child. In
fact, he is scheduled to arrive in this world on Monday, November 12. Their firstborn son has
been diagnosed as being on the autism spectrum. He does in fact have many special needs.
Several months ago she asked if I would consider retiring so I could be more available to help
her should their need arise.
After attending Ripple Effect 2.0 and participating in our off-site retreat, I began to have
questions about what the best possible pastor of AMUMC would look like. Professionally and
missionally speaking, I began to see that I am no longer that person. I see a younger pastor
coming to lead you with younger ideas about how things can get done. AMUMC is a church with
good Christ-centered energy. I believe that God is always making all things new. So I invite
you to imagine the new place AMUMC can go through the creativity of another person and
another voice.
I am grateful for my nine years as your pastor. I have loved you and have been loved by you.
There is no greater gift. You will always have a special place in my heart and in my spirit.
In Christ's Love,
Pastor Lynn!

Your Opinion Matters

Pastor Appreciation Sunday
November 4, 2018

SPRC* would like to know what is
important to you in our search for

"P"

passionate, patient, peaceful, puppets

a new Pastor. This will help us

"A"

amazing, awesome, admired

communicate

"S"

spiritual, special, sweet

whole to The Bishop & the Cabinet

"T"

talented, thoughtful, trustworthy

who will determine who will be the

"O"

observant, optimistic, outstanding

new Pastor at AMUMC. Please send

"R"

respected, reliable, reverent

any

our

questions

wishes

or

as

a

comments

to amumcsprc@gmail.com.
"L"

loyal, loving, leader

"Y"

yay for you!

"N"

nice, needed, nurturing

"N"

noteworthy, noble, nifty

Thanks, Lee Ann & Nancy
*Staff-Parish Relations
Committee

TAKE TIME WHEN YOU PRAY TO REMEMBER OUR PASTOR
October has been Pastor Appreciation Month within the United Methodist Church. We have completed
October, but there is still time to acknowledge the absolute contributions which our Pastor brings to
Arnold Mills Church on a daily basis.
One of the best ways to support our Pastor is through our daily
prayers. How should we pray when we pray for our Pastor? I think it starts with recognition of the
many roles which she is expected to perform each week. The Pastor has responsibilities to preach, to
teach, to visit, to counsel, to lead, to consult, to communicate, to budget her time and resources, to
administer, to encourage, and so much more.
You can show your appreciation through your daily prayers. Sometimes these may be prayers of
thanksgiving and sometimes they will be prayers for wisdom, growth, and support. A recent publication
of the Conference listed 15 different areas for which we might pray for our Pastor. This would
unquestionably make for a long prayer! However, consider:










Wise time management – John Wesley wrote: Don’t trifle away time.
The health and well-being of the Pastor and her family.
The physical and mental strength to face the numerous responsibilities each day.
The ability to “connect” when visiting with those who are sick or in pain.
The confidence to set an example and lead the congregation.
The skill to communicate, to make wise decisions, and to arbitrate when conflict arises.
Sharing the vision of how we may grow, expand, and deepen our LOVE.
Good health and positive vibes to deliver encouragement to those whom she engages.

It’s OK to also express your appreciation for Lynn’s work and commitment directly. However, we all
believe in the power of prayer and keeping her focus and responsibilities as part of your daily prayers
can make a difference. …. And that is what each of us is dedicated to do!
Keith Johnson, Church Council Chair.

O RDER Y OUR C HRISTMAS P OINSETTIAS
Please purchase a poinsettia to honor or in memory of someone special, & help us turn the sanctuary into
a lovely field of red flowers.

Fill out the slip below & return it with payment to the collection on Sunday,

or mail it to the church office AMUMC, Attn: Flower Coordinator, 690 Nate Whipple Hwy, Cumberland, RI
02864).
The cost (we support Grigs, a local nursery) will be $13 each, and all information should be in no later
than Friday December 7th. Checks should be made out to "AMUMC" clearly marked for
poinsettia. Thank you!
Giver’s Name:

Phone:

Address:
I will pick up my plant after the 9:00pm service on Christmas Eve.
The dedications should read:
In (□ Honor

□

Memory) of

□

Memory) of

From
In (□ Honor
From

DATES TO REMEMBER
All Saints Sunday ~ November 4th

Turn your clocks back

It has been our tradition to use Sunday as a
“Christian Memorial Day.”

before going to bed on

The names of

Saturday, November 3rd.

members, friends and others who have

Daylight Savings Time ends.

touched the church family who returned
home to the Lord since All Saints’ Sunday last year

Sunday, November 4th!

(November 5, 2017) are printed in a special insert in our
bulletin and a candle will be lit as their names are read.

Christ the King Sunday
On November 25, we will be

Advent Wreath Lighting
DEADLINE NOV. 27TH
If your family, or small group (such as the choir)
would like to light the Advent Wreath on one of the

celebrating Christ the King Sunday.
Christ the King Sunday invites us to
more fully grasp the Advent promise of the One
who will be coming to reign over all humankind.
The one who calls us to “seek peace and pursue
it” (1 Peter 3:11).

Sundays of Advent or on Christmas Eve, please

You are invited to begin thinking about this

register on the sign-up sheet in the coat room or

transition in the church calendar on this particular

email: office.amumc@gmail.com. There are limited
dates available: Dec. 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, and 24th.

Sunday. Advent begins on December 3. As you
meditate on this concept, think about how the
living Christ has entered and changed your life.

To place order: Cut along dotted line, complete for on other side, submit with payment.

The Legend of the Poinsettia
It was a custom in many villages to honor the Christ child by bringing gifts for him to the church as a part
of the Christmas festivities. One year, as little Pepita and her family were preparing to go to the festivities,
she was so sad because she didn't have a nice gift to take for the baby Jesus. As they were walking to the
church, she told her cousin Pedro about how ashamed and sad she was not to have a gift. Pedro told her
to give a humble gift just to show that she did care and that it was given in love.
Not knowing anything else to do, Pepita picked some of the weeds that were growing along the roadside.
Pepita had wanted to give a special gift and these weeds were certainly nothing special. As she looked at
them, she began to cry, the tears spilling over the tops of the weeds. As the tears touched the leaves,
Pepita and Pedro noticed a miracle happening. The plain old green leaves suddenly became a brilliant red
wherever her tears had fallen.
As she placed her gift beside the figure of the baby Jesus at the altar, everyone marveled at the glorious
flowers. After the festivities were over, Pepita and Pedro were walking back home and noticed that all the
other weeds like she had picked now were covered with the beautiful red flowers.

WORSHIP COMMITTEE & EDUCATION NEWS
Prayer Requests
Healing, including: Siobhan Meyer (McCracken) and her newborn son, Declan; Marion Shepherd; Katie,
who has been admitted to a religious facility to overcome anorexia/bulimia; continued progress for
Brenden who is still recovering from a motorcycle accident; Emma; Don Fox; John & Eva Boutiette;
Eddie Silva; Stacey Johnson's mother prayers for a steady & complete recovery from hip surgery;
Isabel, for success with the bone-marrow transplant & healing; Ed who is going on dialysis; Ernie
recovering from open-heart surgery; Kaylee healing form an autoimmune disorder; Tony, a victim of a
hate crime; John Boutiette; & Craig Johnson.
Individuals & families, including: Taylor, who is terminally ill, & her family in their final days together
on earth; Barbara (asking for long-term prayers); the Qualglia Family; Karin & John Holt; Frankie
Topham, Carol Bond's grandson; Melody Nyberg; John Nicolson; & Polly Boynes.
Prayers for those battling cancer, including: Mike; John with inoperable kidney cancer; a local young
man with pancreatic cancer; Eneda going through chemotherapy; Janet who has a recurrence of
cancer after five years; Vilette, GiGi & Nancy, Gianna (teen in N. Kingstown); Wayne (Stage 4); Tanya;
John T.; Debi Bolton.
Those who serve, including: firefighters battling fires everywhere; our military including Benjamin
Gallant (in Japan).
Fellows & society, including: Hurricane Michael victims & survivors, first responders, FEMA & anybody
else involved in the restoration of the hard hit places; people struggling to make ends meet; & all
children & families involved in the foster care & adoption process; for those who suffer from alcoholism
& addiction; may they gain self-awareness & find recovery with a spiritual connection. Continuous
prayers for the ministry of our DS Andrew Foster, & our Bishop, Sudarshana Devadhar.
Prayers for all shut-ins & their caregivers, including: Joyce Burrell, Dawn Cavallaro, JoAnne Jones,
Margaret Kelly, Lucille Martin, Jo Psybyski, Marion Shepherd, Jim Terry, & Jeanne Whetstone.

Annual

School News
October Birthdays:
7th- Jack & Zack St. Godard
20th- PJ Saccoccio
24th- Marissa Mirabile
Important Dates:

 4th- Junior Church, children

Christmas Cantata
"Hope" by Joel Raney
December 15th 10:30AM
Anyone interested in performing with the choir will have to
sign up by next Thursday’s rehearsal (Nov. 8th, 7pm) if
they want to sing in the cantata. It is a lot of music and
people usually wouldn’t be able to learn their parts if they
sign up last minute.
Joey Mazarella, Music Director

report directly to Cargill Hall

 18th - Bible Sunday
The children will continue hearing
the story of the Seven Helpers till
the end of the month.

Bible Study - November 18th
If you have a child in the third grade, or an
older child who does not have a Bible, please let
us know soon. It is a tradition here that all
registered children in the third grade receive a
Bible as a gift from the church.

MISSIONS & SOCIAL CONCERNS COMMITTEE
HAPPY Baskets- For the past several years our church family has been collecting donations for the HAPPY
Basket program, which provides Christmas turkeys for needy families in Northern Rhode Island.
Traditionally we collect donations during two Sundays for the program, which is coordinated by the
Cumberland Senior Center at the Monastery. If you would like to make a donation you can submit a
check made out to Arnold Mills UMC, place it in the collection plate or mail it to the Arnold Mills
Church office (690 Nate Whipple Highway, Cumberland, RI 02864) and we will forward the funds to the program.
Please enter “turkey offering” on the memo line. Any amount is appreciated. This year we will collect donations

on Sundays, December 2nd and 9th, 2018. Thank you for your generosity! Any questions, please contact Chip
Thurlow: 401-333-1235; thurlowcp@aol.com.
Boxed and Canned Goods Donations- Our AMUMC family has donated hundreds of pounds of boxed and
canned goods over the past years to the Cumberland Senior Center Food Pantry. This year we will be

collecting our donations on Sunday, November 25, 2018. Please bring your boxed and canned
goods to church that day and we will bring them to the food pantry at the Senior Center at the
Monastery. Thank you for your donations!
Adopt-A-Family Christmas Gifts- We are scheduled to provide Christmas gifts for ten children and their parents
for the Adopt-A-Family program again this year. The ornaments should be available after the Holiday
Fair on November 10th in Cargill Hall. The wrapped and labeled gifts, with the ornament attached,

must be returned by Sunday, December 2nd. So channel your generous energy to help make the
Christmas holiday a wonderful time for these needy families. Any questions, please contact Chip
Thurlow: 401-333-1235; thurlowcp@aol.com.
Soup Kitchen Meals in Woonsocket - A big THANK YOU! to everyone who baked, souped, sauteed,
made & donated desserts & sandwiches, made PBJ sandwiches. It was windy & cold. We handed out
over 70 meals! Our next meal is Sunday November 25th. We will be able to store frozen desserts
once our wonderful fair is over & our yummy pies are sold. Thank you again! WE NEED 6
VOLUNTEERS (service hours?) to assist that day! If you are available please contact Karen: 401-333-2166,

kkoswain@netscape.net.
Habitat for Humanity - The Habitat for Humanity restoration project in Burrillville at 66 Wallum Lake
Road is almost completed! The flooring needs to be installed along with the finished cabinets and
appliances. Skill levels vary from framing carpenters to novices. A variety of jobs are available, even for
the inexperienced! Our church has committed to the 2nd Saturday of each month. If you are interested, please
contact Chip Thurlow: thurlowcp@aol.com; 401-333-1235.
Dave’s Marketplace Baked Goods Donations - Our volunteers continue to transport Dave’s
Marketplace at Chapel Four Corners day old baked goods on Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays to the
Cumberland Senior Center, the Woonsocket Shelter, the Northern RI Food Pantry, Progreso Latino in
Central Falls or the Salvation Army of Pawtucket. Interested in assisting? Please contact Chip Thurlow: 401-333-

1235; thurlowcp@aol.com.
Cintas Clothing Donations - The Cintas clothing donations continue to the St. James Episcopal
Church & occasionally to the Community Care Alliance, both in Woonsocket. Ron Blais, Rich Bizier &
Chip Thurlow provide the twice monthly deliveries .

TRUSTEE REPORT
Committee Members
Lindsay Gettinger, Rich Bizier, Tom Cabana, Fran Carr,
Tom Hetherington, Dave Larson, Scott Murphy, & Paul Roebert
During the month of October your trustees were busy
taking care of our beautiful church and property.

 Tom Cabana reported that our portfolio was up at the end of August and down a bit at the
end of September. Who knows what October will bring?

 The preventative maintenance list was reviewed by Dave Larson and it was determined
that we are up-to date on the listed items. Exterior trim painting and the condition of the
parking lots will be addressed in the spring.

 Snow removal is set for the winter, tree stumps are due to be ground out, and the church
and grounds have been sprayed for damaging insects according to Fran Carr, keeper of the
grounds.

 All is well in the parsonage and Rich Bizier will contact the tenant about replacing the
smoke detector batteries this fall.

 Tom Cabana will be removing the wasp nest when the weather cools.
 Paul Roeber will be investigating the purchase of a security camera as Allana, our new
church administrator, has requested. We also moved to have him purchase a new folding
machine for the office.

 David and Sue Larson will be hosting a planning session for Moms Demand Action on
11/18/18 in Cargill Hall.

 The trustees unanimously approved the rental of our kitchen to a young entrepreneur,
Abram Brown, of AyoSweets. His crew will be making candy on Thursday nights. Lindsay
Gettinger is their contact person.

 Fran Carr has submitted our 2018 budget request and together we will write our annual
report.
Thanks also to Scott Murphy, our secretary, for his excellent minutes taken and sent
promptly. And to Tom Hetherington, your legal expertise comes in handy every
meeting! Submitted with gratitude for a great team!
Thank you, Lindsay Gettinger, Co-Chairperson
Our next regular meeting will be held at 7:00 pm, Wednesday, November 14, 2018.

November 2018
Sun

Mon

Oct. 28th

Tue

29th

Wed

30th

Thu

Fri

Oct. 31st

Sat

1

2

4:00 PM ‐‐> Bishop's 5:00 PM Girl Scout
Day (visi ng
Troop 414‐ Hall
Somerset UMC, MA)

3
9:00 AM **CANDY
Making 9‐12noon

6:00 PM Sparkling
Singers Solos, Cargill
Hall
7:00 PM Choir
Rehersal‐ sanctuary

4
8:30am & 10:30am
Worship Services

10:30am
COMMUNION
Service

5

7

8

9

10

6:00 PM Sparkling
**SET UP: HOLIDAYS
Singers Group, Cargill IN ARNOLD MILLS!
Call for me 401‐333
Hall
‐5203
Dave's Market
6:30 PM Boy Scouts‐
Hall
Dona on‐ CSS

6

**SET UP: HOLIDAYS
IN ARNOLD MILLS!
Call for me 401‐333
‐5203
6:00 PM Sparkling
Singers Solos, Cargill
Hall

**SET UP: HOLIDAYS
IN ARNOLD MILLS!
Call for me 401‐333
‐5203

8:00
AM **HOLIDAYS IN
ARNOLD MILLS, Fair!
8am‐2pm
8:30 AM Work‐
Habitat for
Humanity, Burrillville

Dave's Market
Dona on‐ P.L.

9:30 AM Making
Sense of the BIBLE

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY,
both services

7:00 PM Choir
Rehersal‐ sanctuary

11:30 AM Fellowship
Hour

11
8:30am & 10:30am
Worship Services

6:30 PM Cub Scouts
Den Mtg, Hall

12
Dave's Market
Dona on‐ P.L.

13

14

6:00 PM Sparkling
Dave's Market
Singers Group, Cargill Dona on‐ CSS
Hall
9:30 AM Making
Sense of the BIBLE
CLASS‐ vestry

11:30 AM Fellowship VETERAN'S DAY‐
Hour
Holiday

6:30 PM Boy Scouts‐
Hall

15

16

6:00 PM Sparkling
Dave's Market
Singers Solos, Cargill Dona on‐ NRI
Hall
7:00 PM Choir
Rehersal‐ sanctuary

17
10:30 AM ~~PAINT
Class w/Allana‐
Cargill Hall (SMALL
canvas)

7:00 PM ~~PAINT
Class w/Allana‐
Cargill Hall (BIG
canvas)

6:30 PM Habitat
Commi ee ‐ Cargill
Hall
7:00 PM Board of
TRUSTEES‐ Library

18
8:30am & 10:30am
Worship Services

19
Dave's Market
Dona on‐ P.L.

20

21

6:00 PM Sparkling
Dave's Market
Singers Group, Cargill Dona on‐ CSS
Hall

22

23

24

THANKSGIVING

9:30 AM Making
Sense of the BIBLE
CLASS‐ vestry

11:30 AM Fellowship 6:30 PM Boy Scouts‐
Hour
Hall
1:00 PM Moms
Demand Ac on
mee ng‐ Hall

25
8:30am & 10:30am
Worship Services

26
Dave's Market
Dona on‐ P.L.

11:30 AM Fellowship 10:30 AM ~~PAINT
Class w/Allana‐
Hour
Cargill Hall (BIG
1:00 PM ~~PAINT
Class w/Allana‐
Cargill Hall (BIG

6:30 PM Boy Scouts‐
Hall

27

28

29

30

6:00 PM Sparkling
Dave's Market
Singers Group, Cargill Dona on‐ CSS
Hall

6:00 PM Sparkling
7:00 PM ~~PAINT
Singers Solos, Cargill Class w/Allana‐
Cargill Hall (BIG
Hall

6:30 PM Cub Scouts
Den Mtg, Hall

7:00 PM Choir
Rehersal‐ sanctuary

9:30 AM Making
Sense of the BIBLE
CLASS‐ vestry

Dec. 1st

December 2018
Sun

Mon

Nov. 25th

Tue

26th

8:30am & 10:30am Dave's Market
Worship Services Dona on‐ P.L.

11:30
AM Fellowship
Hour

Wed

27th

2

3

8:30am & 10:30am Dave's Market
Worship Services Dona on‐ P.L.

10:30am
COMMUNION
Service
11:30
AM Fellowship
Hour

4

5

11

6

12

6:00 PM Sparkling Dave's Market
Singers Group,
Dona on‐ CSS
Cargill Hall
9:30 AM Making
Sense of the BIBLE
CLASS‐ vestry
7:00 PM Board of
TRUSTEES‐ Library

6:30 PM Boy
Scouts‐ Hall

17

8:30am & 10:30am Dave's Market
Worship Services Dona on‐ P.L.
11:30
AM Fellowship
Hour

6:00 PM Sparkling 7:00 PM ~~PAINT
Singers Solos,
Class w/Allana‐
Cargill Hall
Cargill Hall (BIG

7

8

6:00 PM Sparkling 5:00 PM Girl Scout 8:30 AM Work‐
Singers Solos,
Habitat for
Troop 414‐ Hall
Cargill Hall
Humanity,
Burrillville
9:30 AM Making 7:00 PM Choir
Sense of the BIBLE Rehersal‐
CLASS‐ vestry
sanctuary

10

16

Dec. 1st

6:00 PM Sparkling Dave's Market
Singers Group,
Dona on‐ CSS
Cargill Hall

8:30am & 10:30am Dave's Market
Worship Services Dona on‐ P.L.
11:30
AM Fellowship
Hour

Sat

Nov. 30th

9:30 AM Making 7:00 PM Choir
Sense of the BIBLE Rehersal‐
CLASS‐ vestry
sanctuary

6:30 PM Boy
Scouts‐ Hall

9

Fri

29th

6:00 PM Sparkling Dave's Market
Singers Group,
Dona on‐ CSS
Cargill Hall

10:30 AM ~~PAINT 6:30 PM Cub
Class w/Allana‐
Scouts Den Mtg,
Cargill Hall (BIG
Hall
canvas)
6:30 PM Boy
Scouts‐ Hall

1:00 PM ~~PAINT
Class w/Allana‐
Cargill Hall (BIG
canvas)

Thu

28th

18
6:30 PM Cub
Scouts Mtg/

13

19
Dave's Market
Dona on‐ CSS

14

15

21

22

28

29

6:00 PM Sparkling
Singers Solos,
Cargill Hall
6:30 PM Cub
Scouts Den Mtg,
Hall
7:00 PM Choir
Rehersal‐
sanctuary

20
7:00 PM Choir
Rehersal‐

Dave's Market
Dona on‐ NRI

9:30 AM Making
Sense of the BIBLE
CLASS‐ vestry

6:30 PM Boy
Scouts‐ Hall
7:00 PM Church
COUNCIL‐ Library

23

24

25

26

8:30am & 10:30am Dave's Market
Worship Services Dona on‐ P.L.

Dave's Market
Dona on‐ CSS

11:30
AM Fellowship
Hour

9:30 AM Making
Sense of the BIBLE
CLASS‐ vestry

6:30 PM Boy
Scouts‐ Hall

30 Dec 31st, 2018 Jan 1st, 2019 2nd
8:30am & 10:30am Dave's Market
Worship Services Dona on‐ P.L.
11:30
AM Fellowship
Hour

6:30 PM Boy
Scouts‐ Hall

27
7:00 PM Choir
Rehersal‐
sanctuary

3rd

9:30 AM Making 7:00 PM Choir
Sense of the BIBLE Rehersal‐
CLASS‐ vestry
sanctuary

4th
5:00 PM Girl Scout
Troop 414‐ Hall

Jan 5th

Arnold Mills United Methodist Church
690 Nate Whipple Hwy
Cumberland, RI 02864
(401)333‐5203
www.amumc.org
Rev. Lynn McCracken

Remember...YOU are truly an amazing person!

